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Born 1937 in Czechoslovakia, 
refugee from fi rst the Nazis 
and then the Communists, 
moved to America as an eleven 
year old and becomes a US 
citizen 1957, wins a Ivy League 
scholarship, marries and have 
three daughters, goes through 
a very sad divorce but still 
manages while raising her family 
to get a doctorate in international 
relations from Columbia 
University. Then she goes on to 
become the most powerful woman 
in the world.

Who she is? Marie Jena 
Korbelová of course – but much 
better known under the name she 
has today: Madeleine Albright, 
who served as US Secretary of 
State 1997 – 2001in the second 
Clinton administration.

Academics and politics
Madeleine Albright is the daughter of Czech diplomat, 
Josef Korbel, who after the family’s emigration to the US 
became a professor at the University of Denver (where he 
incidentally later became a teacher also for the present 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice). 

After her PhD she went into foreign policy advising. For two 
years she served as Chief Legislative Assistant to Senator 
Edmund Muskie, and after that she worked in the White 
House for President Carter with formulation of foreign policy 
legislation
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Tämän otsikon alla esit-
telemme teille puhujia 
niin Suomesta kuin 
maailmalta. Tutustumalla 
heihin saat uusia ajatuk-
sia ja ideoita. Ota riski ja 
tutustu uusiin ihmisiin ja 
ajatuksiin. 

SpeakersForum välittää 
puhujia yrityksille ja 
yhteisöille. Puhujat edu-
stavat laajaa osaamisen 
kirjoa ja eri kansallisuuk-
sia. Puhujien Foorumilla 
esittelemme säännöl-
lisesti näitä ajatuksia 
herättäviä henkilöitä. 
Mikäli haluat puhujasta 
lisätietoa tai tarvitset 
puhujaa joltain toiselta 
aihealueelta, ota yhteyttä 
meihin sähköpostitse 
info@speakersforum.fi  tai 
soita 0201-552990.

Voitte myös ilmoittaa 
meille, mikäli ette jostain 
syystä halua postiamme 
jatkossa. 

Dr. Madeleine Albright 
was one of the most 
powerful women as US 
Secretary of State. You 
can book Dr. Albright as 
a speaker from Spea-
kersForum.  

Find out more about Mad-
eleine Albright - click here.

Madeleine Albright

http://www.speakersforum.fi/puhuja/madelene.albright
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Madeleine Albright

In 1982 she was appointed Professor of International 
Affairs at Georgetown University. In 1984 she was back 
in politics as policy advisor to vice-presidential nominee 
Geraldine Ferraro and later to presidential candidate 
Michael Dukakis. In 1993, shortly after Clinton took offi ce, 
Madeleine Albright was appointed ambassador to the UN, 
which was her fi rst diplomatic post.

The UN
Her relation with UN Secretary General Boutros-Ghali was 
rocky at best and his spokesperson was cited as saying: 
“She’s no shrinking violet. She can be biting.”

During her time as ambassador her admittedly worst 
mistake of her career also was made, not to take action 
against the genocide in Rwanda. During her time here she 
also commented on Fidel Castro and his order to shoot 
down two small, civilian aircraft fl own by the Cuban exile 
group “Brothers to the Rescue” by saying: “This is not 
cojones. This is cowardice”. A comment that reportedly 
endeared her to President Clinton.

Secretary of State
In 1997 President Clinton appointed Madeleine Albright 
as the fi rst female Secretary of State, the highest-ranking 
woman in the history of United States government. As 
she was foreign-born, she was however not eligible as 
Presidential Successor and she was excluded from nuclear 
contingency plans.

As Scretary of State her language abilities came to good 
use as she apart from English speaks Czech, French, 
Russian, German, Polish and Serbian. During her four 
years in offi ce she considerably infl uenced American policy
in Bosnia and the Middle East, she worked for an enlarged 
NATO and she strongly defended the sanctions of Iraq 
under Saddam Hussein.

Can a woman do it?
Madeleine Albright has of course faced heightened 
scrutiny because she was the fi rst woman to hold that 
post. Many of her critics meant that she would be at a 
disadvantage when meeting rulers from countries where Sivu 2 (5)
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Madeleine Albright

women had no or low standing, such as the countries in the 
Middle East. 

After several months in offi ce she commented on this in 
a speech: “I have been Secretary of State for almost ten 
months. After the fi rst day, I was asked what it felt to be a 
woman Secretary of State. At the time I had to divide the 
question. I said that I had been a woman for almost sixty 
years and that it felt fi ne. But that I had only been Secretary 
of State for a few hours, and so we would just have to 
fi gure out how it all goes together. Of course, a few weeks 
later when I met a fi rst grade class, the kids all wanted to 
know how it felt to be Bill Clinton’s secretary”.

The snake
But after her years in offi ce, few people any longer believed 
that she was at a disadvantage when meeting world 
leaders with different views on women. Saddam Hussein 
for example called her a snake. And as she at that time 
happened to have a jewellery brooch on her formed as a 
snake, the incident started her now famous collection of 
pins, each one with it’s own story, that eventually might lead 
to a book.

Present occupation
After the end of her term as Secretary of State in 2001 
she among other things has published her memoirs 
“Madame Secretary”, become Professor of Diplomacy at 
Georgetown University and has formed her own company 
“The Albright Group LLC”, using her vast personal contact 
net as a consultant working with brokering agreements with 
government and business, fi nding capital, managing crises 
and building strategic relationships with opinion leaders.

Critical points of view
In later years she has become more and more critical of 
the way the US is handling foreign relations. Regarding 
the invasion of Iraq for example, she says, “The purpose 
of the invasion was to seize weapons that did not exist and 
to sever a connection between Saddam Hussein and al-
Qaeda that had not been made”.
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Madeleine Albright

She is also critical of the American almost missionary 
eagerness to implement democracy in the Middle East, 
and she means that even though she naturally approves of 
it, “Democracy is a form of government; it is not a ticket to 
some heavenly kingdom where all evil is vanquished and 
everyone agrees with us.” 

When it comes to Iran and the term “the axis of evil” as 
president Bush uses, she is very weary of dividing the world 
into good guys and bad guys as it is much too simplistic. 
She means that all this threatening talk of actions against 
Iran only serves to unite the people there around their 
leaders instead of letting internal opposition grow.

Diplomacy and religion
In her latest book “The Mighty and the Almighty” she 
deals with a topic that diplomats normally stay away from: 
Religion. Madeleine Albright herself has a rather peculiar 
religious background. She was raised a Roman Catholic, 
she married an Episcopalian and later found out that she 
was Jewish (and only as late as 1996 she discovered that 
her grandparents were murdered in the Holocaust).

A point she makes in her book is that she believes that 
western leaders and diplomats should have advisors 
on religion in the same way as they have advisors on 
economy, military matters etc. The reason she means is 
fairly obvious. Religion does play an increasingly important 
role in today’s relation between states and people.

She concedes that during her years as Secretary if State 
there were situations when the religious issues were not 
fully considered. For example during the Camp David 
peace talks where the Americans did not realize that the 
Palestinian leader Arafat did not have any mandate to make 
any decisions on how the holy places should be handled. 
He was not responsible for them.  

God’s side
She is also critical to that president Bush is so sure about 
what his religion is telling him and that he is convinced that 
God is on his side. Statements such as “God wanted me Sivu 4 (5)
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Madeleine Albright

to be President” only alienate potential allies around the 
world who disagrees with his religious beliefs and provokes 
people in the Muslim world. It’s one thing to be religious, 
she says, but it’s another to make religion your policy.

She goes on saying that “I have looked at foreign policy 
and international relations issues all my life and I’ve never 
seen the world in such turmoil”. She means that as so 
many of today’s problems involves Muslims, it is imperative 
that people in the west, and particularly in the US, know 
more about Islam than they do. The majority of people in 
the Muslim world do not condone or support terror, violence 
or extremism, she means, and it is important that we don’t 
try to impose our value systems on these people, but 
rather support changes that comes from within the religion 
itself so they themselves can get rid of the extremists.

On a different note
Madeleine Albright has been described as determined, 
charmingly self-deprecating and quick witted with a lot 
of humour. She also likes to surprise people, particularly 
those who think her too serious and always thinking about 
foreign policy. This was the reason why she suddenly 
appeared as an actor in one episode of the TV-show 
“Gilmore Girls” and why she recently explained to a 
reporter that she regularly works out with weights
and that she without problem could leg-press 400 lbs. 

She also explained that she loved the TV-series “The West 
Wing” (but convinced them to add both a National Security 
Advisor and a Secretary of State, which they did) but that 
“Commander in Chief” was less to her liking. She did not 
like that the female president in the show was not elected 
president, but got the job when the elected president (a 
man) died.

Here it could perhaps be of interest to know that Madeleine 
Albright cannot in real life be elected President of the 
United States, as she was not born in America.

Sivu 5 (5)

Elokuu 2006



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


